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Data are rarely understood in isolation. 
Insert picture of raw data-set
Metadata and documentation are required to read and understand data codes and categories that make up most scientific datasets. 
Datasets provide opportunity for rich analysis and reuse, often beyond the original research intent.  Applying metadata that appropriately describes data and data elements help to ensure that data can be discovered, independently understood, shared, and reused. 
DDI is a rich metadata standard that ensures data can be described consistency (using a standard vocabulary), and that data can be shared and transferred effectively through the use of a machine-actionable markup language (XML). When using DDI, data can be described at varying levels including the study-level, file-level, and variable / concept-level. 
Insert diagram with all these levels. 
DDI allows for researchers, survey managers, librarians, and archivists, to appropriately describe the full production lifecycle of the data, all the way through its collection phase, analysis and processing, to publication and dissemination, and then reuse. Data repositories, data centres, libraries, and archives all have a vested interest in improving access to data. DDI enables greater discovery and access to data through the use of internationally accepted standards to describe and capture data. 
Examples of markup tags
[bookmark: _GoBack]Some tools that can help you get started with DDI include: 
Nesstar Publisher for creating a simple dataset codebook that is useful for online search and discovery of data;
Colectica for creating simple data codebook for online searching and discovery & developing a survey data bank, for metadata reuse for more complex or longitudinal data sets
DDI (Denmark) for creating DDI Lifecycle (all of the above)
Some general purpose data repositories, including Dataverse for deposit of research data, support DDI for the creation of metadata for data from the social sciences. 
Once you’ve created DDI using any of the mentioned tools or other tools found on our resource page, you can start to bring multiple records together for online search and retrieval. Let’s take a look at some popular data repositories that use DDI currently. 
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Now that you have a sense of what DDI is all about, including how to use it, create, and benefit from the use of standard metadata, you can get started on your own. We have provided many additional guides and how-to instructions in the Training Centre.  Feel free to get in touch with use by clicking on the Talk with an Expert button.
Thank you for watching!
