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What is DDI?
The Data Documentation Initiative (DDI) is an open metadata    standard (vocabulary) for describing data and data collection activities. DDI's principal goal is making research metadata machine-actionable. The specification can document and manage different stages of data throughout the research lifecycle, such as conceptualization, collection, processing, analysis, distribution, discovery, repurposing, and archiving.
Benefits 
Using a standard vocabulary to capture and document research data allows for consistency and improved interoperability as data are exchanged and reused. 
Benefits for repositories and archives:
Internal
· Capture data elements (concepts, variables, values, categories) using a standard vocabulary that is supported by data professionals, internationally;
· Improve process flow for the ingest and storage of data;
· Create rich descriptive metadata that will ensure data are managed appropriately for the long-term;
· Develop sustainable best practice procedures for documenting and archiving data;
External (end-use)
· Enhance metadata discovery for end-users, including improved granularity of metadata (i.e. variable-level);
· Search across thousands of data sets for richer more relevant results;
· Make data easier to work with and highly reproducible, for use in a wide variety of disciplines (reduce barriers).  
Relevant data archives and repositories
ICPSR 
UK Data Archive
<odesi> 
CESSDA
Dataverse
DDI-Lifecycle examples?




Research data lifecycle diagram






Want to learn more? Check out the DDI Training Centre. 
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