DDI Introduction	Developers
What is DDI?
The Data Documentation Initiative (DDI) is an open metadata standard that provides a model for tabular data sets, survey questionnaires, and recording data collection activities. DDI's principal goal is making research metadata machine-actionable. The specification provides a content model for many different data related activities such as study conceptualization, survey design, data collection, processing, analysis, distribution, discovery, repurposing, and archiving.
Benefits 
Using a standard vocabulary to capture and document research data and questionnaires allows for consistency and improved interoperability as data are exchanged and reused. 
Benefits for Developers:
Internal
· Models tabular data
· Models survey questionnaires and question routing
· Provides a ready made content model created by domain experts
· Easy way for developers to take in domain knowledge
· XML based model serialization
· Fast integration between other software packages and partners
· Version information and provenance tracking within in the model
· Research metadata is standardized and machine actionable

External (end-use)
· Users receive rich descriptive metadata that can be used by other software packages that support the standard
· Ensures users that the software appropriately manages data based on community and domain best practices 
· Standardize publication of code books and questionnaire specifications across an organization
Relevant development resources
DDI-Lifecycle examples
Colectica SDK for developers
DDI Schema releases
Online field level documentation http://www.ddialliance.org/Specification/DDI-Lifecycle/3.2/XMLSchema/FieldLevelDocumentation/
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Want to learn more? Check out the DDI Training Centre. 
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