XML Binding Discussion
Martin, Arofan, Gary, Eric, Dan Smith
Discussion
Various ways of organizing the schemas were considered, with external experts, including the creation of a library namespace and a namespace for each view. Ultimately, the current proposed binding was adopted, as discussed in Minnesota (see examples below), except that redefine is no longer used.
The idea is that there would be one large schema containing everything in the library, with a single root element “DDI”. Each view-level schema would be a subset, in the same namespace. The large schema would be the normative one, and the view schemas would be non-normative “convenience” schemas, which would be clearly indicated in the schema documentation. The convenience schemas would have a “type” attribute indicating which kind of view they represent.
Redefine does not permit the declaration of global elements, and seems to serve no actual purpose.
One question is whether the ordering of elements in the schemas is important. Capitalization inside of Drupal is inconsistent, but this is fixed in the existing XML transformation.
There was also some discussion around how identifiers could be round-tripped. Each object already has the agency-id-version identification in the XML form, and has the localID construct to hold URLs coming from an RDF expression. In RDF, the agency, ID, and version would become literal properties of the object they identify. Objects without identifiers could become blank nodes in their RDF form.








Examples

The full schema as seen in XML Spy:
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The view-level schema as seen in XML Spy:
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An instance which parses against them.
[image: ]

[bookmark: _GoBack]The instance validates against both versions of the schema.
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<?xml version="1.0"?>
- <DDI xsi:schemalocation="urn:ddi.org:4 DDI_4.0.xsd" xmIns:xsi="http://www.w3.0rg/2001/XMLSchema-instance"
xmlns="urn:ddi.org:4" type="AgentView">
- <Individual>
- <AgentID>
<AgentIDValue>007 </AgentIDValue>
<AgentIDType>Metadata Agency</AgentIDType>
</AgentID>
- <Description>
<Content xml:lang="en:DE">That cool Bavarian from SOEP.</Content>
</Description>
<IsPersistent>true</IsPersistent>
<Agency>de.soep</Agency>
<Id>007</Id>
<Version>1.0</Version>
- <IndividualName>
<FullName>Marcel Hebing</FullName>
</IndividualName>
<DdiID>de.soep</DdiID>
- <ContactInformation>
<Email> marcel@soep.de </Email>
</ContactInformation>
</Individual>
</DDI>





